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patency. Also the risk of graft infection by intraperitoneal 
infection is not uncommon after hepatic resections. 2 In our 
patient two previous pelvic surgical procedures did not 
allow safe procurement of an external iliac vein. Further- 
more reports on experimental nd clinical vascular surgical 
procedures for trauma suggest that polytetrafluoroethylene 
grafts are actually quite resistant to infection and have less 
chance of rupture in arterial bypass or arteriovenous 
shunts. 3 Polytetrafluoroethylene grafts are available in 
various sizes and therefore can be used readily for 
replacement of the portal vein in hepatic resections. 
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A useful modification of  the Potts-Smith scissors 
To the Editors: 
In 1946 Potts et al. 1 described a modification of the 
Blalock-Taussig shunt for the treatment of Tetrology of 
Fallot. This modification was a side-to-side anastomosis 
between the upper part of the descending thoracic aorta 
and the left pulmonary artery. This pioneering work also 
described instruments newly designed by the authors, in- 
cluding an ingenious partially occluding clamp for the aorta 
and the angled, delicate scissors that still bear Potts' name. 
A number of years ago I became dissatisfied with the 
means then available for measuring the l ngth of an 
arterotomy inthe depths of a wound. It occurred to me that 
a millimeter scale etched on the angled blade of the 
standard Ports scissors would afford a small "measuring 
stick" presented atthe proper angle and readily available for 
use in the operative field. A millimeter scale was etched on 
one blade of the scissors by means locally available in our 
hospital (Etch-Master electronic stencil, Baxter-V. Mueller, 
Deerfield, Ill.). 
Ports scissors modified in this way can be used to create 
an arterotomy in the standard fashion. Placing the instru- 
ment alongside the artery makes an accurate measurement 
of the arterotomy (or anything else in the depths of the 
Fig. 1. Top, length of arterotomy being measured by 
millimeter scale etched on one blade of Ports scissors. 
Scissor blade is proper length and angle for measurement, 
unlike standard haler. Bottom, Ports scissor blade inserted 
into inflow end of vein graft an identical distance will create 
venotomy of same length as arterotomy. 
operative field) easy (Fig. 1, top). The scissors, referrd to 
locally as the "measuring Ports," can then be inserted into 
one end of a vein graft an identical distance, r ferring to the 
scale on its side. Simply by closing the scissors one has then 
created avenotomy of the appropriate l ngth for anastomo- 
sis with the artery (Fig. 1, bottom). Creating openings in 
prosthetic grafts or cutting patches to correct length are 
also facilitated by use of this instrument. 
Potts scissors with an etched millimeter scale have been 
in use in an active vascular surgical practice for the past 
several years. This instrument has proven advantageous in 
performing vascular surgical procedures quickly and accu- 
rately. Potts scissors already on hand in hospitals' instru- 
ment rooms could be modified in this way quickly and 
cheaply. 
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